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Subjetividades politicas de jovenes universitarios de 18 a
25 anos, que hacen uso de las redes sociales digitales
durante el periodo pre-electoral de las elecciones
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RESUMEN

Los datos del Barometro de las Américas de LAPOP revelan una creciente
insatisfaccion con los gobiernos democraticos en América Latina desde 2004. A
pesar de que, en 2004, un 52% de los encuestados expresaron satisfaccion con sus
gobiernos, para 2021 esta cifra habia disminuido al 43%. Este declive es
especialmente notable en Colombia, donde la insatisfaccion es considerable,
ubicandose como el tercer pais con menor satisfaccién y el primero en desconfianza
electoral. Sin embargo, la desconfianza politica no implica necesariamente un
rechazo a la democracia, por el contrario, muchos ciudadanos buscan participar
mas directamente en las decisiones politicas.

En este contexto, comprender como estos jovenes construyen su subjetividad
politica es esencial, se busca analizar cobmo su participacion en redes sociales,
particularmente en Instagram, durante el periodo pre-electoral de las elecciones
municipales y regionales de Cucuta en 2023, moldea sus percepciones politicas y
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su inclinacion hacia diferentes formas de
involucramiento politico, esta investigacion busca proporcionar informacion crucial
para informar politicas publicas que fortalezcan la participacion juvenil y promuevan
una democracia mas inclusiva y participativa.

En el marco tedrico de esta investigacion, se abordan conceptos fundamentales
para comprender la subjetividad politica, entendida esta desde Diaz Gomez y
Gonzalez Rey (2005) como una construccion social influenciada por experiencias
individuales y factores ambientales. Mientras que la subjetividad, el concepto mas
general, se refiere al conjunto de procesos cognitivos, emocionales y simbdlicos que
conforman la experiencia individual de un sujeto, influenciada por su contexto socio-
cultural y sus propias construcciones mentales (Gonzalez-Rey y Mitjans-Martinez,
2016). De este modo, la subjetividad politica se encuentra intrinsecamente ligada a
la subjetividad social y puede ser influenciada por elementos no politicos como
aspectos morales y culturales.

También se examina la nocién de politica segun Foucault (1983), quien la define
como la disposicion consensuada de la sociedad manipulada por un estado
dominante para disciplinar y normalizar a los ciudadanos. Y finalmente, en el
contexto de este estudio, se entiende como red social digital a los espacios virtuales
que facilitan la expresion y la difusion de informacion, como blogs, paginas web y
plataformas virtuales (Oro-Tapia, 2008). Estos conceptos proporcionan un marco
tedrico sélido para investigar la participacion politica de los jovenes en el entorno
digital.

Esta investigacion emplea un enfoque narrativo para comprender el proceso de
constitucién y recreacion de significados en escenarios sociales especificos. Los
participantes son jovenes universitarios entre 18 y 25 afios, residentes en Cucuta,
Colombia, quienes seran entrevistados para explorar sus perspectivas sobre la
participacion politica. La técnica de recoleccidén de datos principal es la entrevista a
profundidad, que permite una exploracion detallada de las experiencias y
perspectivas de los participantes. El procedimiento de investigacion se divide en
tres fases: consulta de la poblacion, recoleccion de informacion y analisis de
resultados.

Los resultados obtenidos revelan cdmo los jovenes acceden y utilizan las redes
sociales, influenciando la construccion de sus identidades politicas, pero destaca la
influencia familiar en el acceso inicial a la tecnologia y el uso de Instagram, asi como
la predominancia de una participacion politica pasiva y apatica tanto en linea como
fuera de linea. Las narrativas politicas estan moldeadas por percepciones de
corrupcion y clientelismo, generando actitudes de resistencia y polarizacion entre
los jévenes y esta polarizacion se refleja en discursos de odio, asi como una evasion
del compromiso politico activo, manifestada en la falta de divulgacion de contenido
politico en las redes sociales.
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Los hallazgos revelan que los primeros accesos a
redes sociales estan condicionados por la permisividad parental y la disponibilidad
de dispositivos, reflejando patrones de uso que influencian las percepciones
politicas. Ademas, destacan la significativa influencia familiar, con posiciones
politicas familiares moldeando las actitudes de los jévenes hacia la derechay el libre
mercado. Sin embargo, estos jévenes muestran apatia politica, influenciados por la
percepcion de corrupcion y clientelismo. Finalmente, Aunque los encuestados
reportan usar Instagram, principalmente lo hacen para compartir contenido personal
y educativo, evitan publicar sobre politica. Esto difiere de estudios internacionales,
sugiriendo que los contextos socioculturales locales son determinantes clave en la
formacién de subjetividades politicas. De esta formar se puede decir que la historia
politica, la influencia familiar y la violencia politica local han creado un entorno donde
los jévenes se sienten desilusionados y pasivos politicamente, resaltando la
necesidad de fomentar un ambiente politico mas inclusivo y dialogante.

En conjunto este estudio revela que las subjetividades politicas de los jovenes
estudiantes de la Universidad Simon Bolivar estan profundamente influenciadas por
su entorno familiar, dificultando la definicién clara de sus posturas politicas debido
a la complejidad de las dindmicas familiares. El voto en blanco surge como una
forma de resistencia contra la politica tradicional, indicando un descontento
generalizado y una busqueda de alternativas fuera del sistema convencional.
También se pudo notar que, aunque las redes sociales son omnipresentes, el
contenido politico en estas plataformas es limitado, lo que sugiere que no son
espacios privilegiados para el debate politico activo. Este fenbmeno puede deberse
a la superficialidad de las interacciones en redes sociales y una preferencia por otros
medios para expresar opiniones politicas. Ademas, el silenciamiento de opiniones
politicas entre los jovenes se atribuye a la violencia estructural y eventos historicos
gue han creado un clima de temor y desconfianza hacia las instituciones politicas.
Superar estos desafios requiere abordar las causas subyacentes de esta violencia
y promover un ambiente politico inclusivo y seguro para la juventud.

Palabras clave: redes sociales, participacion politica juvenil, periodo pre-electoral,
Instagram, subjetividades politicas.

ABSTRACT

Data from LAPOP's AmericasBarometer reveal a growing dissatisfaction with
democratic governments in Latin America since 2004. Although in 2004, 52% of
respondents expressed satisfaction with their governments, by 2021 this figure had
declined to 43%. This decline is especially notable in Colombia, where
dissatisfaction is considerable, ranking as the country with the third lowest
satisfaction and the first in electoral distrust. However, political distrust does not
necessarily imply a rejection of democracy; on the contrary, many citizens seek to
participate more directly in political decisions.



In this context, understanding how these young
people construct their political subjectivity is essential, we seek to analyze how their
participation in social networks, particularly on Instagram, during the pre-electoral
period of the municipal and regional elections of Cucuta in 2023, shapes their
political perceptions and their inclination towards different forms of political
involvement, this research seeks to provide crucial information to inform public
policies that strengthen youth participation and promote a more inclusive and
participatory democracy.

In the theoretical framework of this research, fundamental concepts are addressed
to understand political subjectivity, understood from Diaz Gomez and Gonzélez Rey
(2005) as a social construction influenced by individual experiences and
environmental factors. While subjectivity, the more general concept, refers to the set
of cognitive, emotional and symbolic processes that shape the individual experience
of a subject, influenced by its socio-cultural context and its own mental constructions
(Gonzalez-Rey and Mitjans-Martinez, 2016). Thus, political subjectivity is
intrinsically linked to social subjectivity and can be influenced by non-political
elements such as moral and cultural aspects.

It also examines the notion of politics according to Foucault (1983), who defines it
as the consensual disposition of society manipulated by a dominant state to
discipline and normalize citizens. And finally, in the context of this study, a digital
social network is understood as virtual spaces that facilitate the expression and
dissemination of information, such as blogs, websites and virtual platforms (Oro-
Tapia, 2008). These concepts provide a solid theoretical framework for investigating
the political participation of young people in the digital environment.

This research employs a narrative approach to understand the process of
constitution and recreation of meanings in specific social scenarios. The participants
are young university students between 18 and 25 years old, residents of Cucuta,
Colombia, who will be interviewed to explore their perspectives on political
participation. The main data collection technique is the in-depth interview, which
allows for a detailed exploration of the experiences and perspectives of the
participants. The research procedure is divided into three phases: consultation of the
population, collection of information and analysis of results.

The results obtained reveal how young people access and use social networks,
influencing the construction of their political identities, but highlights the family
influence in the initial access to technology and the use of Instagram, as well as the
predominance of a passive and apathetic political participation both online and
offline. Political narratives are shaped by perceptions of corruption and clientelism,
generating attitudes of resistance and polarization among young people and this
polarization is reflected in hate speech as well as an avoidance of active political
engagement, manifested in the lack of dissemination of political content on social
networks.
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The findings reveal that early access to social
networks is conditioned by parental permissiveness and device availability, reflecting
usage patterns that influence political perceptions. In addition, they highlight
significant family influence, with family political positions shaping young people's
right-wing and free-market attitudes. However, these young people show political
apathy, influenced by perceptions of corruption and clientelism. Finally, Although
respondents report using Instagram, they mainly do so to share personal and
educational content, they avoid posting about politics. This differs from international
studies, suggesting that local socio-cultural contexts are key determinants in the
formation of political subjectivities. In this way, it can be said that political history,
family influence and local political violence have created an environment where
young people feel disillusioned and politically passive, highlighting the need to foster
a more inclusive and dialogic political environment.

Overall, this study reveals that the political subjectivities of young students at
Universidad Simén Bolivar are deeply influenced by their family environment,
making it difficult to clearly define their political positions due to the complexity of
family dynamics. The blank vote emerges as a form of resistance against traditional
politics, indicating a generalized discontent and a search for alternatives outside the
conventional system. It could also be noted that, although social networks are
omnipresent, political content on these platforms is limited, suggesting that they are
not privileged spaces for active political debate. This phenomenon may be due to
the superficiality of interactions on social networks and a preference for other media
to express political opinions. In addition, the silencing of political opinions among
young people is attributed to structural violence and historical events that have
created a climate of fear and distrust of political institutions. Overcoming these
challenges requires addressing the underlying causes of this violence and promoting
an inclusive and safe political environment for youth.

Key Words: social networks, youth political participation, pre-electoral period,
Instagram, political subjectivities.
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