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RESUMEN
Antecedentes: La violencia homicida en América Latina ha sido ampliamente
estudiada como consecuencia de desigualdad estructural, pobreza persistente y
debilidad institucional (Buvinic, Morrison & Shifter, 2009; Imbusch, Misse & Carrion,
2011; UNODC, 2020). En Colombia, ciudades como Medellin y Bogota han sido
objeto de analisis sobre la relacidon entre desempleo juvenil, desorganizacion social
y criminalidad (Alvarez, 2021; Mockus et al., 2002; Lépez & Hernandez, 2020).
Barranquilla, pese a su dinamismo econdmico, ha experimentado un incremento
sostenido en homicidios, especialmente en sectores periféricos (Rueda-Garcia &
Jaramillo, 2022; Pefa & Ramirez, 2022).
Introduccion: El ano 2022 marco un repunte alarmante en los indices de homicidios
en Barranquilla, superando los 30 casos por cada 100.000 habitantes (INMLCF,
2023). Este fendmeno no puede entenderse unicamente desde una perspectiva
criminal, sino como resultado de multiples variables socioecondmicas e
institucionales (Merton, 1938; Galtung, 1996). La investigacién se fundamenta en
teorias de anomia, capital social y desorganizacion comunitaria (Putnam, 2000;
Sampson, Raudenbush & Earls, 1997), buscando aportar evidencia cientifica para
la formulacién de politicas publicas integrales.
Objetivos
« General: Analizar la incidencia de los factores socioeconémicos —
desempleo, pobreza, desigualdad social y nivel educativo— en el incremento

de homicidios en Barranquilla durante 2022.
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o Especificos:

« ldentificar la relacidon entre desempleo juvenil y concentracion de homicidios.

o Conocer el impacto de la pobreza estructural en los niveles de violencia

homicida.

Método: Se aplico un enfoque cualitativo (Creswell, 2014; Hernandez, Fernandez
& Baptista, 2018). Se realizaron entrevistas semiestructuradas a lideres
comunitarios y funcionarios, ademas de revisiéon documental de estadisticas
oficiales (DANE, Policia Metropolitana, INMLCF, 2023). El analisis se complemento
con estudios previos sobre violencia urbana en Colombia y América Latina (Cepal,
2021; BID, 2020; UN-Habitat, 2019).
Resultados: Los hallazgos evidencian que el incremento de homicidios esta
asociado principalmente con desempleo juvenil, pobreza estructural, desigualdad
social y expansion del microtrafico (Martinez & Pérez, 2021; Rodriguez & Cardenas,
2022). Las zonas periféricas del suroriente y suroccidente presentan mayor
incidencia, con tasas de desercion escolar superiores al 30% (Sanchez et al., 2021).
La debilidad institucional y la limitada presencia estatal han favorecido el control
territorial de bandas criminales (Fundacién Paz y Reconciliacion, 2022).
Discusion: La interaccion de factores socioecondmicos e institucionales configura
un entorno donde jovenes entre 18 y 30 afos se convierten en victimas y victimarios
(Alvarez, 2021; Sampson et al., 1997). La literatura internacional confirma que la

violencia homicida en América Latina responde a desigualdad estructural y ausencia
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de cohesion social (Soares & Naritomi, 2010; Arias & Goldstein, 2010). En
Barranquilla, la respuesta estatal ha sido insuficiente, centrada en el uso de la fuerza
mas que en prevencion integral (Pefia & Ramirez, 2022).

Conclusién: El incremento de homicidios en Barranquilla durante 2022 refleja una
cadena de exclusién social y debilidad institucional. Se requiere la implementacion
de politicas publicas integrales que combinen seguridad, inclusién social, educacion
y oportunidades laborales (UNODC, 2023; Observatorio Universidad del Norte,
2024).

Palabras clave: desigualdad, homicidio, microtrafico, pobreza, seguridad, violencia

urbana.
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ABSTRACT
Background: Homicidal violence in Latin America has been widely studied as a
consequence of structural inequality, persistent poverty, and institutional weakness
(Buvinic, Morrison & Shifter, 2009; Imbusch, Misse & Carrion, 2011; UNODC, 2020).
In Colombia, cities such as Medellin and Bogota have been analyzed regarding the
relationship between youth unemployment, social disorganization, and crime
(Alvarez, 2021; Mockus et al., 2002; Lépez & Hernandez, 2020). Barranquilla,
despite its economic dynamism, has experienced a sustained increase in homicides,
particularly in peripheral sectors (Rueda-Garcia & Jaramillo, 2022; Pefia & Ramirez,
2022).
Introduction: The year 2022 marked an alarming rise in homicide rates in
Barranquilla, surpassing 30 cases per 100,000 inhabitants (INMLCF, 2023). This
phenomenon cannot be understood solely from a criminal perspective but rather as
the result of multiple socioeconomic and institutional variables (Merton, 1938;
Galtung, 1996). The research is grounded in theories of anomie, social capital, and
community disorganization (Putnam, 2000; Sampson, Raudenbush & Earls, 1997),
aiming to provide scientific evidence for the design of comprehensive public policies.
Objectives
e General: To analyze the incidence of socioeconomic factors—
unemployment, poverty, social inequality, and educational level—in the

increase of homicides in Barranquilla during 2022.
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« Specific:

« ldentify the relationship between youth unemployment and homicide

concentration.

o Assess the impact of structural poverty on homicide rates in the city.
Method: A qualitative and quantitative approach was applied, with a correlational
and cross-sectional design (Creswell, 2014; Hernandez, Fernandez & Baptista,
2018). Semi-structured interviews were conducted with community leaders and
public officials, complemented by documentary review of official statistics (DANE,
Metropolitan Police, INMLCF, 2023). The analysis was enriched with previous
studies on urban violence in Colombia and Latin America (Cepal, 2021; BID, 2020;
UN-Habitat, 2019).

Results: Findings show that the increase in homicides is mainly associated with
youth unemployment, structural poverty, social inequality, and the expansion of drug
micro-trafficking (Martinez & Pérez, 2021; Rodriguez & Cardenas, 2022). Peripheral
areas in the southeastern and southwestern sectors present the highest incidence,
with school dropout rates exceeding 30% (Sanchez et al., 2021). Institutional
weakness and limited state presence have facilitated territorial control by criminal
gangs (Fundacién Paz y Reconciliacion, 2022).

Discussion: The interaction of socioeconomic and institutional factors creates an
environment where young people between 18 and 30 years old become both victims
and perpetrators (Alvarez, 2021; Sampson et al., 1997). International literature
confirms that homicidal violence in Latin America is linked to structural inequality and

lack of social cohesion (Soares & Naritomi, 2010; Arias & Goldstein, 2010). In
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Barranquilla, the state’s response has been insufficient, focusing more on force than
on comprehensive prevention (Pefia & Ramirez, 2022).

Conclusion: The increase in homicides in Barranquilla during 2022 reflects a chain
of social exclusion and institutional weakness. Comprehensive public policies
combining security, social inclusion, education, and employment opportunities are
urgently required (UNODC, 2023; Observatorio Universidad del Norte, 2024).
Keywords: Inequality, homicide, drug micro-trafficking, poverty, security, urban

violence.
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