
366

Liver abscess mimicking tumor: 
A pediatric case report

Resumen

María Vera, MD1, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1135-6283, Miguel Vera, MSc, PhD2, https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8573-0974, Antonio Bravo, MSc, PhD2, https://orcid.
org/0000-0001-8572-5868 
1Posgrado en Pediatría y Puericultura, Hospital Central de San Cristóbal, Táchira, Venezuela
2Facultad de Ciencias Básicas y Biomédicas, Universidad Simón Bolívar, Cúcuta, 540004, Colombia
*E-mail de correspondencia: m.avera@unisimonbolivar.edu.co  
Recibido: 28/05/2020  Aceptado: 15/06/2020  Publicado: 07/07/2020

$EVFHVR�KHSiWLFR�TXH�VLPXOD�XQ�WXPRU��UHSRUWH�GH�XQ�FDVR�SHGLiWULFR

Abstract

$�FDVH�UHSRUW�RI�D���\HDU�ROG�ER\�ZLWK�SDVW�PHGLFDO�KLVWRU\�RI�
LQWHVWLQDO�SDUWLDOO\�WUHDWHG�DPHELDVLV��LV�SUHVHQWHG��7KH�SDWLHQW�
ZDV�DGPLWWHG�WR�3HGLDWULF�8QLW��6DQ�&ULVWyEDO�&HQWUDO�+RVSL-
WDO��7iFKLUD��9HQH]XHOD��ZLWK� DEGRPLQDO� SDLQ� DQG� IHYHU��$Q�
DEGRPLQDO�EORDWLQJ�DQG�D���FP�SDOSDEOH�KHSDWRPHJDO\�EHORZ�
WKH�ULJKW�FRVWDO�PDUJLQ�ZHUH�DVVHVVHG��$EGRPLQDO�XOWUDVRXQG�
UHYHDOHG� D� OLYHU� HQODUJHG� LQ� WKH� ULJKW� DQWHUR�VXSHULRU� DUHD��
$�URXQGHG�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ��SUHGRPLQDQWO\�VROLG��ZLWK�
PL[HGɅHFKR� SDWWHUQV�� ZDV� DVVHVVHG� XVLQJ� XOWUDVRXQG�� 7KH�
SUHOLPLQDU\�GLDJQRVLV�LVVXHG�ZDV�RI�DFXWH�PHGLFDO�DEGRPHQ�
ZLWK�KHSDWLF�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ�FRQVLGHUHG�DPHELF�OLYHU�
DEVFHVV� RU� OLYHU� WXPRU�� PRGHUDWH� K\SRFKURPLF� PLFURF\WLF�
DQHPLD��DQG�PDOQXWULWLRQ�ZLWK�VKRUW�VWDWXUH��'XULQJ�WKH�FDVH�
HYROXWLRQ��D�ÀUVW� FRPSXWHUL]HG� WRPRJUDSK\�H[SORUDWLRQ�ZDV�
QHFHVVDU\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[SORLW�WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI�WKLV�LPDJLQJ�WHFK-
QLTXH� WR� VFDQ� DQ� DEVFHVV� DV� D� SHULSKHUDO� SVHXGR�FDSVXOH�
VKRZLQJ� ULP� HQKDQFHPHQW�� 1HYHUWKHOHVV�� WKLV� WKHRUHWLFDO�
VKDSH� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� DEVFHVVHV� RQ� FRPSXWHUL]HG� WRPRJ-
UDSK\�VFDQV�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�YHULI\�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\��$W�WKLV�SRLQW��
WKH�PL[HG�HFKR�SDWWHUQV�RI�WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�XOWUDVRXQG�VWXG\�
DQG�WKH�LPSUHFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�FRPSXWHUL]HG�WRPRJUDSK\�VFDQ�WR�
FDWHJRUL]H�WKH�OHVLRQ�DV�DQ�DEVFHVV�RU�D�WXPRU��GR�QRW�DOORZ�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�GHÀQLWLYH�GLDJQRVLV��$�PDQDJHPHQW�EDVHG�RQ�
DQWLELRWLF� WKHUDS\� LV� WKHQ�SURSRVHG��7KH�SURJUHVVLRQ�RI� WKH�
VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�XVLQJ�XOWUDVRXQG�DQG�
FRPSXWHUL]HG�WRPRJUDSK\�VFDQV�GXULQJ�WKH�FOLQLFDO�HYROXWLRQ��
7KH�LPDJLQJ�FRQWUROV�SUREH�D�VOLJKW�GHFUHDVH�RI�WKH�OLYHU�OH-
VLRQ��ZKLFK� LV�GLDJQRVHG�DV�D� OLYHU�DEVFHVV��3HUFXWDQHRXV�
WUDQVKHSDWLF�GUDLQDJH�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG��$Q�DPRHELF� OLYHU�DE-
VFHVV�LQ�UHVROXWLRQ�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�GLDJQRVHG�

Keywords:�/LYHU�DEVFHVV�� OLYHU�WXPRU��DPHELDVLV��DQWLELRWLF�
WKHUDS\��XOWUDVRXQG��FRPSXWHUL]HG�WRPRJUDSK\

6H�SUHVHQWD�XQ�FDVH�FOtQLFR�GH�XQ�QLxR�GH���DxRV�FRQ�DQWHFH-
GHQWHV�PpGLFRV�GH�DPHELDVLV�LQWHVWLQDO�SDUFLDOPHQWH�WUDWDGD��
El paciente ingresó en la Unidad de Pediatría del Hospital 
&HQWUDO�6DQ�&ULVWyEDO��7iFKLUD��9HQH]XHOD��FRQ�GRORU�DEGRPL-
QDO�\�ÀHEUH��6H�HYDOXy�XQ�DEGRPHQ�SODQR�\�XQD�KHSDWRPHJD-
OLD�SDOSDEOH�GH���FP�SRU�GHEDMR�GHO�UHERUGH�FRVWDO�GHUHFKR��
/D�HFRJUDItD� DEGRPLQDO� UHYHOy� XQ�KtJDGR�DJUDQGDGR�HQ�HO�
iUHD�DQWHURVXSHULRU�GHUHFKD��6H�HYDOXy�XQD�OHVLyQ�RFXSDQ-
te de espacio redondeado, predominantemente sólida, con 
patrones de eco mixto, mediante ultrasonido. El diagnóstico 
SUHOLPLQDU�HPLWLGR�IXH�GH�DEGRPHQ�PpGLFR�DJXGR�FRQ�OHVLyQ�
KHSiWLFD�RFXSDQWH�GH�HVSDFLR�FRQVLGHUDGD�DEVFHVR�KHSiWLFR�
DPHELDQR�R�WXPRU�KHSiWLFR��DQHPLD�PLFURFtWLFD�KLSRFUyPLFD�
PRGHUDGD�\�GHVQXWULFLyQ�FRQ�WDOOD�EDMD��'XUDQWH�OD�HYROXFLyQ�
GHO�FDVR��IXH�QHFHVDULD�XQD�SULPHUD�H[SORUDFLyQ�GH�WRPRJUD-
ItD�FRPSXWDUL]DGD�SDUD�H[SORWDU�OD�FDSDFLGDG�GH�HVWD�WpFQLFD�
GH�LPDJHQ�SDUD�HVFDQHDU�XQ�DEVFHVR�FRPR�XQD�SVHXGRFiS-
VXOD� SHULIpULFD� TXH�PXHVWUD� HO� ERUGH� UHDO]DGR�� 6LQ� HPEDU-
JR��HVWD�IRUPD�WHyULFD�DVRFLDGD�FRQ�DEVFHVRV�HQ�WRPRJUDItD�
FRPSXWDUL]DGD�QR�VH�SXGR�YHULÀFDU�HQ�HVWH�HVWXGLR��(Q�HVWH�
punto, los patrones de eco mixto del ultrasonido preliminar y 
OD�LPSUHFLVLyQ�GH�OD�WRPRJUDItD�FRPSXWDUL]DGD�SDUD�FODVLÀFDU�
OD�OHVLyQ�FRPR�XQ�DEVFHVR�R�XQ�WXPRU��QR�SHUPLWHQ�HVWDEOH-
FHU�XQ�GLDJQyVWLFR�GHÀQLWLYR��6H�SURSRQH�WHUDSLD�FRQ�DQWLELy-
ticos. La progresión de la lesión ocupante de espacio se rea-
OL]y�PHGLDQWH�HFRJUDItD�\�WRPRJUDItD�FRPSXWDUL]DGD�GXUDQWH�
OD�HYROXFLyQ�FOtQLFD��/RV�FRQWUROHV�GH�LPiJHQHV�UHÁHMDQ�XQD�
OLJHUD�GLVPLQXFLyQ�GH�OD�OHVLyQ�KHSiWLFD��TXH�VH�GLDJQRVWLFD�
FRPR�XQ�DEVFHVR�KHSiWLFR��6H�UHDOL]y�GUHQDMH�WUDQVKHSiWLFR�
SHUFXWiQHR��)LQDOPHQWH�VH�GLDJQRVWLFy�XQ�DEVFHVR�KHSiWLFR�
DPHELDQR�HQ�UHVROXFLyQ�

Palabras clave:�$EVFHVR�KHSiWLFR�� WXPRU�GH�KtJDGR��DPH-
ELDVLV�� WHUDSLD�DQWLELyWLFD��XOWUDVRQLGR�� WRPRJUDItD�FRPSXWD-
rizada.
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Introduction

7KH� DFFXPXODWLRQ� RI� SXUXOHQW� VHFUHWLRQ� LQ� D� QHZO\� IRUPHG�
FDYLW\� LV� GHÀQHG� DV� DQ� DEVFHVV��ZKLFK� FDQ� FDXVH� D�PDVV�
HIIHFW�DQG�EHKDYH�OLNH�D�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ��LQ�VRPH�RU-
JDQ�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�ERG\1��,Q�WKH�OLYHU��WKLV�LQÁDPPDWRU\�VSDFH�
RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ�LV�FDOOHG�D�KHSDWLF�DEVFHVV��7KHVH�DEVFHVV-
es, according to its etiology, are categorized into pyogenic, 
DPRHELF�� IXQJDO� DQG� P\FREDFWHULDO2�� ,Q� JHQHUDO�� WKH� PRVW�
FRPPRQ� KHSDWLF� DEVFHVVHV� DUH� WKH� S\RJHQLF� DQG� DPHELF�
OLYHU�DEVFHVVHV3��$PHELF�DEVFHVV� LV�FDXVHG�ZKHQ� WKH�Ent-
amoeba histolytica� WURSKR]RLWH�PLJUDWHV�WR�WKH�OLYHU�WKURXJK�
WKH�SRUWDO�FLUFXODWLRQ��ZKLOH�WKH�S\RJHQLF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�LV�DO-
PRVW�DOZD\V�GXH�WR�D�EDFWHULDO�LQIHFWLRQ4. 

7KH� DPHELF� DEVFHVV� UHSUHVHQWV� OHVV� WKDQ� ��� RI� WKH� H[-
WUDLQWHVWLQDO� LQIHFWLRQV� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� WKH� DPHELF� LQIHFWLRQ�
LQ�KXPDQV��7KLV�GLVHDVH�RFFXUV�XQXVXDOO\�LQ�WKH�OHIW�OREH�RI�
WKH�OLYHU��LW�LV�FRPPRQ�DW�WKH�ULJKW�OREH�PDLQO\�ORFDWHG�DW�WKH�
SRVWHULRU�� H[WHUQDO� DQG� VXSHULRU� SRUWLRQ� KRZHYHU�� LW� LV� RIWHQ�
VHHQ�EHORZ�WKH�GLDSKUDJP��WKDW�LV��ORFDWHG�DV�¶DQWHUR�VXSH-
ULRU·����,W�LV�DOVR�XQXVXDOO\�SUHVHQW�DV�PXOWLSOH�DEVFHVVHV��\HW�
����RI�FDVHV�LW�VKRZV�DV�D�VLQJOH�OHVLRQ���5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�GLI-
IHUHQWLDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��LW�KDV�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�
WKDW�DW� WKH� WLPH�RI�GLDJQRVLV��DFFRUGLQJ� WR�V\PSWRPDWRORJ\��
DQ�DPRHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�FDQ�EH�PLVWDNHQ�ZLWK�S\RJHQLF�DE-
VFHVV��ELOLDU\�WUDFW�GLVHDVH��KHSDWLWLV��SQHXPRQLD��DSSHQGLFL-
tis, or pancreatitis6.

'XH� WR� LWV�QDWXUH�DV�D� VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ� OHVLRQ�� WKH�DPHELF�
OLYHU�DEVFHVV�PXVW�EH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�IURP�WKH�S\RJHQLF� OLYHU�
DEVFHVV��HFKLQRFRFFDO�F\VW��DQG�KHSDWLF�WXPRUV���7KH�GLDJ-
QRVLV� RI� S\RJHQLF� OLYHU� DEVFHVV� VKRXOG� EH� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
WKH�DJH�RI�WKH�SDWLHQW��WKH�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRPRUELGLWLHV��DQG�WKH�
VXUJHU\� DQG�RU� ELOLDU\� GLVHDVH� KLVWRU\7�� (FKLQRFRFFDO� F\VWV�
DUH�DV\PSWRPDWLF� LQ�QDWXUH��QHYHUWKHOHVV�� WKH\�PD\�EH�DF-
FRPSDQLHG�E\�D�VHFRQGDU\�LQIHFWLRQ�DQG�WKHQ�SUHVHQW�DV�DQ�
DEVFHVV8�� ,Q�SDWLHQWV�ZLWK�D�FOLQLFDO�KLVWRU\�RI� LQIHFWLRQ��DQG�
ZLWK�ULVN� IDFWRUV�RU�HYLGHQFHG�PDOLJQDQF\��D� OLYHU�PDVV�FDQ�
OHDG�WR�D�GLIIHUHQWLDO�GLDJQRVLV��D�KHSDWLF�WXPRU�PD\�EH�LQGLV-
WLQJXLVKDEOH�IURP�DQ�DEVFHVV9.

7KH� OLPLWHG� OLWHUDWXUH�RQ� WKH� LQFLGHQFH�RI� DPRHELF� OLYHU�DE-
VFHVVHV� LQ� FKLOGUHQ� FRQYHUJHV� LQ� RUGHU� WR� FRQFOXGH� WKDW� LW�
LV�D� FKLOGKRRG� UDUH�GLVHDVH10�� DQG� WKDW� UHSUHVHQWV�EHWZHHQ�
���DQG�����RI�FDVHV�RI�OLYHU�DEVFHVV11��7KH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�
DPRHELF� OLYHU�DEVFHVVHV� LQ�FKLOGUHQ� LV�PDLQO\� LQÁXHQFHG�E\�
HQGHPLF� IDFWRUV12�� ,Q� FKLOGKRRG�� DQ�DFXWH� FOLQLFDO� SUHVHQWD-
WLRQ�LV�YHULÀHG�ZLWK�V\PSWRPV�VXFK�DV�IHYHU��FKLOOV��DEGRPLQDO�
SDLQ��QDXVHD��GLDUUKHD�DQG�YRPLWLQJ��,Q�D�YHU\�VPDOO�QXPEHU�
RI�FDVHV��FKLOGUHQ�GHYHORS�D�FRXJK��ZKLFK�FDQ�HDVLO\�GLYHUW�
DWWHQWLRQ� DZD\� IURP� WKH� OLYHU13�� (YHQ� WKRXJK�� WKH� DPRHELF�
OLYHU�DEVFHVV�LV�OLIH�WKUHDWHQLQJ��LPDJLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�DQG�WKH�
DPHELFLGH�SKDUPDFHXWLFDO�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�OHDG�WR�D�YHU\�IDYRU-
DEOH�SURJQRVLV�

7KH�WHFKQLTXH�FRPPRQO\�UHJDUGHG�DV�DQ� LPDJLQJ�IURQW� OLQH�
WRRO�IRU�DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVVHV�DVVHVVPHQW��LV�WKH�XOWUDVRXQG��
7KH�XOWUDVRQRJUDSKLF�VWXGLHV�UHYHDO�WKH�DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�
DV�D� URXQG�RU�RYDO�KRPRJHQHRXV�PDVV��ZLWK�DEVFHVV�ZDOO��

SHULSKHUDO�KDOR��DQG�ORZ�OHYHO�LQWHUQDO�HFKRHV14��7KH�ORZ�FRVW��
QRQ�LQYDVLYHO\� WUHDWLQJ�DQG�DYDLODELOLW\� DUH�GHWHUPLQLQJ� IHD-
WXUHV� LQ� WKH�SUHIHUHQFH�RI�XOWUDVRXQG�DV�D�PHGLFDO� LPDJLQJ�
WHFKQLTXH�IRU�GHWHFWLQJ�WKH�DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVVHV��+RZHYHU��
ZKHQ� WKH� SDWLHQW� SUHVHQWV� D� FOLQLFDO� FRQGLWLRQ� OHVV� OLNHO\� RI�
DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVVHV��LW�LV�VXJJHVWHG�WR�UHO\�RQ�FRPSXWHG�
WRPRJUDSK\� LQ�RUGHU� WR�GLIIHUHQWLDWH� WKH� LQÁDPPDWRU\� OHVLRQ�
IURP�RWKHU�OLYHU�OHVLRQV��.

,Q�IURQW�RI�WKH�&7�VFDQQHU��WKH�DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�FRQVLVWV�
RI�D�VLQJOH�FKDPEHU�ZLWK�VPRRWK�RU�QRGXODU�ERUGHU�� IRU� WKH�
ODWWHU��RQH�RU�PRUH�VHSWXP�DSSHDUV��$�FRPPRQ�LPDJLQJ�IHD-
WXUH� LV� WKH� HQKDQFLQJ�ZDOO�� QHYHUWKHOHVV�� LW� LV� QRW� D� JHQHU-
alization16��6LQFH� WKH�DPRHELF� OLYHU�DEVFHVV�FRUUHVSRQGV� WR�
HQFDSVXODWHG� OHVLRQ�� WKH� VKDSH�RI� LWV� SHULSKHUDO�ZDOO� LV� DV-
VRFLDWHG��LQ�&7��ZLWK�D�WDUJHW�RU�GRXEOH�ULP�DSSHDUDQFH��&7�
LV�WKH�LPDJLQJ�PRGDOLW\�XVHG�DV�WKH�PDLQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�IRU�VFDQ-
QLQJ�DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�LI�XOWUDVRXQG�LV�LQFRQFOXVLYH�IRU�LWV�
GLDJQRVLV��KRZHYHU��WKH�DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�DVSHFW�LV�YDUL-
DEOH�DQG�QRQVSHFLÀHG�HYHQ�IRU�&717.

Case presentation
$���\HDU�ROG�ER\�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�FKLOGUHQ·V�HPHUJHQF\�URRP�
RI� WKH�6DQ�&ULVWyEDO�&HQWUDO�+RVSLWDO� LQ�7iFKLUD��9HQH]XHOD�
ZLWK���GD\V�RI�IHYHUV�DQG�DEGRPLQDO�SDLQ��7KH�SUHVFKRRO�SD-
WLHQW�ZLWK�D�KHLJKW�RI�����FP�DQG�ZHLJKW�RI����NJ�ZDV�UHIHUUHG�
IURP� DQ� DPEXODWRU\� FHQWHU� EHFDXVH� D� KLVWRU\� RI� LQWHVWLQDO�
SDUWLDOO\�WUHDWHG�DPHELDVLV�DQG�UHFXUUHQW�IHYHU�HSLVRGHV��7KH�
DPEXODWRU\�UHIHUUDO�LV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQ�DEGRPLQDO�XOWUDVR-
QRJUDSKLF�VWXG\�

$W� WKH� FKLOGUHQ·V� HPHUJHQF\� URRP�� DQ� DEGRPLQDO� EORDWLQJ�
ZDV�DVVHVVHG�E\�PHDQV�WKH�DEGRPLQDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�D���
FP�SDOSDEOH�KHSDWRPHJDO\�EHORZ�WKH�ULJKW�FRVWDO�PDUJLQ��7KH�
DVVHVVPHQW�RI�WKH�XOWUDVRXQG�VWXG\�RI�WKH�DEGRPHQ��UHIHUUHG�
IURP�WKH�DPEXODWRU\�DQG�VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUH����UHYHDOHG�D�OLYHU�
HQODUJHG�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�DQWHURVXSHULRU�DUHD�RI�WKH�ULJKW�OREH�DW�
KHSDWLF�VHJPHQW�9,,,�

)URP�WKH�XOWUDVRXQG�VWXG\�DQDO\VLV��D�URXQGHG�VSDFH�RFFX-
S\LQJ�OHVLRQ��SUHGRPLQDQWO\�VROLG��ZLWK�PL[HG�HFKR�SDWWHUQV��
D�YROXPH�RI������FF�DQG�LW�QRW�YDVFXODUL]HG�RQ�'RSSOHU��ZDV�
DOVR�DVVHVVHG��$V�D�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�XOWUDVRXQG�VWXG\��WKH�
IROORZLQJ�LV�SUHVHQWHG��ÀQGLQJV�LQ�SUREDEOH�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�OLYHU�
DEVFHVV��ZLWKRXW�LQWUDKHSDWLF�GLODWDWLRQ�RI�ELOH�GXFWV��+RZHY-
HU��WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�XOWUDVRXQG�LPDJHV�LV�YHU\�SRRU�

Figure 1. Abdominal ultrasound. A mixed-echo rounded space-
occupying lesion is observed in the anterosuperior portion of 
the liver with a tendency to homogeneity.
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2Q� SK\VLFDO� H[DPLQDWLRQ�� WKH� SDWLHQW� ZDV� LQ� FOLQLFDO� FRQGL-
WLRQV��DV�SHUWLQHQW�SRVLWLYH�ÀQGLQJV��KH�ZDV�WKH�JORERVH�DE-
GRPHQ��VRIW��GHSUHVVLEOH��ZLWK�ERZHO�VRXQGV��SDLQ�XSRQ�GHHS�
SDOSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�HSLJDVWULXP��K\SRFKRQGULXP�DQG�ULJKW�ÁDQN��
7DFK\FDUGLD� DQG� WKH� JHQHUDOL]HG� FXWDQHRXV�PXFRXV� SDOORU��
DUH�DOVR�DVVHVVHG��WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�SK\VLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�ZLWK-
RXW�DOWHUDWLRQV��7DEOH���VKRZV�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�SK\VLFDO�H[-
DPLQDWLRQ�ÀQGLQJ�

7KH�DGPLVVLRQ�SDUDFOLQLFDO�WHVWV�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG��WKH�ODERUD-
WRU\�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�VKRZHG�KHPRJORELQ������J�G/��WRWDO�OHXNR-
F\WH�FRXQW�������FHOOV�PP3� �QHXWURSKLOV������ O\PSKRF\WHV�
������SODWHOHW�FRXQW��������FHOOV�PP3��ZLWK�������KDHPD-
WRFULW��7KH� FRSURORJ\� DQG� XURDQDO\VLV� DUH� QRQ�SDWKRORJLFDO��
WKH� ODWWHU� VKRZHG� OHXNRF\WHV� RI� �²��KSI�� 1HYHUWKHOHVV�� WKH�
routine coprology lacks sensitivity and agar plate culture is 
time-consuming.

$�SUHOLPLQDU\�GLDJQRVLV�RI�DFXWH�PHGLFDO�DEGRPHQ�ZDV�DV-
VXPHG�� LW� LV� GXH� WR� KHSDWLF� VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ� OHVLRQ�� ZKLFK�
PXVW�EH�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�EHWZHHQ�DPRHELF�DEVFHVV�DQG�WXPRU��
7KH�GLDJQRVLV�DW�WKDW�SRLQW�ZDV�D�KHSDWLF�DEVFHVV�RI�DPRHELF�
HWLRORJ\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�KLVWRU\�RI�WUHDWHG�LQWHVWLQDO�DPHEL-
DVLV��KRZHYHU�� LPDJLQJ�GRHV�QRW� UHYHDO�FRQFOXVLYH� IHDWXUHV�
DQG�HYHQ�DVVRFLDWLQJ�WKH�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ� OHVLRQ�ZLWK�D�WX-
PRU��0RGHUDWH�K\SRFKURPLF�PLFURF\WLF�DQHPLD�DQG�PDOQXWUL-
WLRQ�ZLWK�VKRUW�VWDWXUH�DUH�DOVR�GLDJQRVHG�

7DEOH����3K\VLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�ÀQGLQJ�
Measure 9DOXH
Heart rate 129 bpm
5HVSLUDWRU\�UDWH 24 rpm
Body temperature 39°c
Oxygen saturation 98%
Blood pressure 95/60 mmHg
Weight 14 KG
Height 1.08 m
Head circumference 51 cm
Chest circumference 56 cm
Abdominal circumference 48 cm
Weight/Height Percentile 3
Height/Age Percentile 3
Weight/Age Percentile 50

$FFRUGLQJO\��WKH�SDWLHQW�ZDV�DGPLWWHG�IRU�KRVSLWDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�
WKH�DQWLELRWLF�WKHUDS\�ZDV�VWDUWHG��$Q�DEGRPLQDO�&7�DQG�DG-
GLWLRQDO�SDUDFOLQLFDO�RI�WKH�ODERUDWRU\�ZHUH�RUGHUHG��&7�VFDQ�
ZDV�SODQQHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GLIIHUHQWLDWH�WKH�KHSDWLF�VSDFH�RFFX-
S\LQJ�OHVLRQ��RI�WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�GLDJQRVLV��EHWZHHQ�DQ�DPH-
ELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�DQG�D�OLYHU�WXPRU��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�SHGLDWULF�
LQWHUFRQVXOWDWLRQV�OLQNHG�WR�JDVWURHQWHURORJ\��LQIHFWRORJ\��DQG�
surgery services were requested.

7KH�IXQGDPHQWDO�LGHD�ZLWK�WKH�XQHQKDQFHG�&7�VFDQ�ZDV�WR�
FKHFN�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ�FRUUHODWHG�ZLWK�D�
OLYHU�DEVFHVV��IRU�WKLV��WKH�OHVLRQ�ZDV�WR�VXEPLW�ZLWK�WKH�VKDSH�
RI� D� SHULSKHUDO� SVHXGR�FDSVXOH� VKRZLQJ� ULP�HQKDQFHPHQW��
$V�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�LQ�)LJXUH����WKH�WKHRUHWLFDO�VKDSH�DVVRFLDWHG�
ZLWK�DEVFHVVHV�RQ�FRPSXWHUL]HG�WRPRJUDSK\�VFDQV�ZDV�XQ-
DEOH�WR�YHULI\�LQ�WKLV�ÀUVW�QRQ�FRQWUDVW�LPDJLQJ�VWXG\�

)XUWKHU�� LQ� )LJXUH� ��� WKH� DSSHDUDQFH� RI� WKH� KHSDWLF� VSDFH�
RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ�ZDV�RI�D�KHWHURJHQHRXV�VROLG�OHVLRQ��ZKLFK�
LPSOLHV� WKDW�&7� VFDQ�ZLWKRXW� FRQWUDVW�� LQ� WKLV� FDVH�� LW� GRHV�
QRW�DOORZ�WR�GLIIHUHQWLDWH�D�FRPSOH[�QHFURWLF�DQG�F\VWLF�FDQ-
FHU�IURP�D�OLYHU�DEVFHVV��6R�IDU��QR�RWKHU�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
V\PSWRPV�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�FDVH�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�GHVSLWH�WKRU-
RXJK�JDVWURHQWHURORJLF��LQIHFWRORJ\��VXUJHU\��DQG�SDUDFOLQLFDO�
H[DPLQDWLRQV��7DEOH���VKRZV�SDUDFOLQLFDO�RI�WKH�ODERUDWRU\��

Table 2. Paraclinical of the laboratory.
Measure 9DOXH
Glycemia 60mg/dL
37 13.8 s
377 14 s
*27 31U/L
*37 39.4 U/L
ALP 60.2 U/L
**7 26.9 U/L
LDH 141.4 U/L
7% 1 mg/dL
DB 0.3 mg/dL
IB �����PJ�G/
&35 12 (6) mg/L

7KH�PDQDJHPHQW�EDVHG�RQ�DQWLELRWLF� WKHUDS\�FRQWLQXHG�RQ�
LQWUDYHQRXV�PHWURQLGD]ROH�DW�����J�SHU�GD\�IRU����GD\V��'XU-
LQJ� WKH� HYROXWLRQ� RI� WKH� FDVH� WKH� SDWLHQW� XQGHUZHQW� D� SUH�
FRQWUDVW�&7�LQ�RUGHU�WR�TXDOLI\�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�
OHVLRQ�YDULHG�IURP�LVR�WR�K\SHUGHQVH��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�SHULSKHUDO�
FRQWUDVW�HQKDQFHPHQW�EHFDXVH�WKLV�LV�D�FRQWUDVW�&7�IHDWXUH�
ZKHQ�WKH�OHVLRQ�FRUUHVSRQGV�ZLWK�D�OLYHU�DEVFHVV��)RU�VXFK�
LPDJLQJ� H[DPLQDWLRQ�� D� QRUPDO� SURWRFRO� RI� FUHDWLQLQH� DQG�
XUHD� LV�YHULÀHG�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� WKH�VWDWXV�RI� WKH�DOSKD�IHWRSUR-
tein tumor marker is evaluated, resulting negative. Figure 3 
VKRZV�WKH�FRQWUDVW�&7�RI�WKH�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ��

7KH�GRXEOH�WDUJHW�GLVWLQFWLYH�IHDWXUH�RI� WKH�DPHELF� OLYHU�DE-
VFHVV�RQ�FRQWUDVW�HQKDQFHG�&7�FRQVLVWHG�RI�WKUHH�VHJPHQWV��

Figure 2. Abdominal CT. The liver lesion on CT does not have 
the appearance of a peripheral pseudo-capsule showing rim en-
hancement, rather it is in the form of a solid liver mass.

Figure 3. Contrast-enhanced CT of abdomen. The pathological 
features of an amebic liver abscess that include an outstanding 
FKURQLF�LQÁDPPDWRU\�UHVSRQVH�FLUFXPVFULEHG�DURXQG�D�VWULQJ\�
rim with a very small center necrotic and suppurative, were not 
YHULÀHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWUDVW�HQKDQFHG�&7�
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���D�K\SRGHQVH�FDYLW\�����DQ�LQQHU�K\SHUGHQVH�ULQJ�WKDW�VXU-
URXQGV�WKH�FHQWUDO�K\SRGHQVH�FDYLW\��DQG����DQ�H[WHUQDO�K\-
SRGHQVH�]RQH��7KLV�GLVWLQFWLYH�IHDWXUH�FDQQRW�EH�YHULÀHG�RQ�
&7�VFDQ�DV�LW�LV�VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUH����WKHUHIRUH�WKH�OHVLRQ�FDQQRW�
EH�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�IURP�WKH�EHQLJQ�VROLG�DQG�PDOLJQDQW�PDVVHV�

1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKLV�IROORZ�XS�FRQWUDVW�HQKDQFHG�&7�VFDQ�WKUHH�
ZHHNV�DIWHU�VWDUWLQJ�DQWLELRWLF�WKHUDS\�VKRZV�DQ�DSSDUHQW�UH-
GXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�KHSDWLF�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ��,Q�
WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�XVH�RI�GLJLWDO�LPDJH�SURFHVVLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�LV�
FRQVLGHUHG�DV�D�FRPSXWHU�DLGHG�WRRO�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�GLDJQR-
sis18��7KXV��WKH�VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ�OHVLRQ�ZDV�VHJPHQWHG�IURP�
WKH�WZR�WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO�&7�LPDJHV�ZLWKRXW�DQG�ZLWK�FRQ-
WUDVW��ZKLFK�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUH���DQG�)LJXUH����UHVSHFWLYHO\��
7KH� YROXPH� RI� WKH� WZR� WKH� WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO� SDWKRORJLFDO�
VWUXFWXUHV�LV�TXDQWLÀHG��DQG�WKHQ�WKHLU�YDOXHV�ZHUH�FRPSDUHG�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�OLYHU�OHVLRQ�YDULHG�

7KH� UHVXOWV� RI� WKH� OLYHU� OHVLRQ� VHJPHQWDWLRQ� IURP� WKH� &7�
VFDQ�EHIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�DQWLELRWLF�WKHUDS\�VKRZQ�WKDW�WKH�VL]H�
RI� WKLV� OHVLRQ�GHFUHDVHG�EHWZHHQ� WZR�H[SORUDWLRQV�� WKH�YRO-
XPHV�TXDQWLÀHG�ZHUH�RI������FP3�DQG�RI������FP3, respec-
WLYHO\��)XUWKHU�� WKH�UHVXOW�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�FRQWUDVW�HQKDQFHG�
&7�VHJPHQWDWLRQ�GRFXPHQWHG�VOLJKW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�VL]H�RI�WKH�
OHVLRQ����GD\V�DIWHU�ÀUVW�YROXPH�DVVHVVPHQW�IURP�DQ�XOWUDVR-
QRJUDSK\�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI������FP3. 

7KH� SURJUHVVLRQ� RI� WKH� VSDFH�RFFXS\LQJ� OHVLRQ� VKDSH�ZDV�
WKHQ�SHUIRUPHG�E\�PHDQV�RI�XQ�FRQWUDVW�DQG�FRQWUDVW�FRP-
SXWHUL]HG�WRPRJUDSK\�VFDQV�GXULQJ�WKH�FOLQLFDO�HYROXWLRQ��ZLWK�
DQ�DQDO\VLV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�D�FRPSXWHU�DLGHG�LPDJH�SURFHVV-
LQJ��7KH�DQDO\VLV� YHULÀHV� WKH� VOLJKW� GHFUHDVH� LQ� WKH� VSDFH�
RFFXS\LQJ� OHVLRQ� LQ� WKH� OLYHU��ZKLFK� LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� WKHU-
DS\�ZLWK�DQWLELRWLFV��$FFRUGLQJO\��DV�GLDJQRVLV�� WKH� OHVLRQ� LV�
PDSSHG�ZLWK�D�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�RI�DPRHELF�HWLRORJ\�

3HUFXWDQHRXV� WUDQVKHSDWLF� GUDLQDJH� ZDV� SHUIRUPHG�� $V� D�
FOLQLFDO�SURWRFRO��DEVFHVV�GUDLQDJH�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG� LQ�
SDWLHQWV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�ULVN�RI�UXSWXULQJ�WKH�DEVFHVV��WKH�ULVN�IDF-
WRU�LV�D�GLDPHWHU�RI�WKH�FDYLW\�JUHDWHU�WKDQ���FP19��7KH�YROXPH�
DSSUR[LPDWH�UHPRYHG�WKURXJK�WKHUDSHXWLF�DVSLUDWLRQ�ZDV�RI�
30.00 cc3��$Q�DPRHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV�LQ�UHVROXWLRQ�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�
diagnosed.

$IWHU�GUDLQDJH�� WKH�SDWLHQW� UHPDLQV�KRVSLWDOL]HG�XQGHU�DQWL-
ELRWLF� WUHDWPHQW� DQG� HYDOXDWLRQ� E\� JDVWURHQWHURORJ\�� LQIHF-
WRORJ\��SHGLDWULF�VXUJHU\��DQG�PHGLFDO�SHGLDWULFV��)LQDOO\��WKH�
SDWLHQW�LV�GLVFKDUJHG��LQ�JRRG�FOLQLFDO�FRQGLWLRQ��6DWLVIDFWRU\�
UHVROXWLRQ�RI�KLV�SDWKRORJ\�ZDV�YHULÀHG�DQG�FRQWUROV�ZHUH�HV-
WDEOLVKHG�E\�JDVWURSHGLDWULFV�

Discussion

$PHELDVLV�LV�DQ�LQIHFWLRQ�WKDW�DIIHFWV�����RI�WKH�ZRUOG�SRS-
XODWLRQ�� WKLV� LQIHFWLRQ� LV� FRQVLGHUHG�DV� HQGHPLF� SDUDVLWLF� LQ�
WURSLFDO�DQG�VXEWURSLFDO�UHJLRQV20. Because overcrowding and 
VDQLWDWLRQ�DUH�FRPPRQO\�GHÀFLHQW�LQ�WURSLFDO�DQG�VXEWURSLFDO�
FRXQWULHV��WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�PD\�EH�PRUH�WKDQ�����LQ�VXFK�UH-
JLRQV��,Q�9HQH]XHOD��D�6RXWK�$PHULFD�FRXQWU\�D�ODUJH�SRSX-

ODWLRQ� RI� FKLOGUHQ�� WKH� DPHELDVLV� LV� UHJLVWHUHG� DV� WKH�PDLQ�
SDUDVLWLF� GLVHDVH�� UHSRUWLQJ� �������� FDVHV� D� \HDU� ZLWK� ���
GHDWKV��DQG�ZLWK�D�KLJKHU�IUHTXHQF\�LQ�FKLOGUHQ�EHWZHHQ�����
\HDUV�RI�DJH21.

7KH�DPHELF�KHSDWLF�DEVFHVV�LV�VHFRQGDU\�WR�FRORQL]DWLRQ�DQG�
LQYDVLRQ�RI�WKH�ZDOO�RI�WKH�ODUJH�ERZHO�E\�E. histolytica, even 
LQ�FDVHV�ZKHUH�LW�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�D�FOLQLFDO�KLV-
WRU\�RI�G\VHQWHU\��RU� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI� WKH�SDUDVLWH� LQ�FRSURO-
ogy studies4��7KLV�NLQG�RI� OLYHU�DEVFHVV� LV�PRUH�FRPPRQ� LQ�
PHQ�DV�LQ�ZRPHQ�DQG�LW�LV�OHVV�FRPPRQ�LQ�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�DW�
FKLOGKRRG�DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVVHV�DUH�PRUH�FRPPRQ�LQ�WKRVH�
XQGHU���\HDUV�RI�DJH22��7KH�QRUPDO�FULWHULD�XVHG�WR�GLDJQRVLV�
UHTXLUH�RI�SRVLWLYH�LPDJLQJ�ÀQGLQJV��

8VXDOO\�� WKH�ERXQGDULHV�RI� WKH� OLYHU�DEVFHVVHV�DUH� LOO�GLVWLQ-
JXLVKHG�LQ�XOWUDVRXQG��WKHLU�DSSHDUDQFH�LV�YDULDEOH��WKH�OHVLRQ�
LV�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�K\SRHFKRLF��ZLWK�VRPH�LQWHUQDO�HFKRHV��EXW�
FDQ�EHFRPH�K\SHUHFKRLF��7KH�FRORU�'RSSOHU�VXSSRUW�DOORZV�
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� WKH�FHQWUDO�SHUIXVLRQ�DEVHQFH23��7KH�DPHELF�
KHSDWLF� DEVFHVV� ZDOO� HQKDQFHPHQW� LV� SRVVLEOH� XVLQJ� FRQ-
WUDVW�HQKDQFHG�XOWUDVRXQG�RQO\�GXULQJ�WKH�DUWHULDO�SKDVH��7KH�
WHFKQLTXH�DOORZV�FKDUDFWHUL]LQJ� WKH�DEVFHVVHV�E\�GHSLFWLQJ�
WKH�LQWHUQDO�VHSWDWLRQV��ZKLFK�LV�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�GUDLQDJH�
LV� QRW� UHFRPPHQGHG� LQ� YHU\� VHSWDWH� DEVFHVVHV�� +RZHYHU��
WKH�KHSDWLF�DEVFHVV�PD\�DSSHDU�VROLG�DQG�PLPLF�D�KHSDWLF�
tumor24.

$OWKRXJK�WKH�FRQWUDVW�HQKDQFHG�&7�VFDQ�FDQ�GHÀQH�H[DFWO\�
WKH�LPDJLQJ�W\SLFDO�IHDWXUH�RI�GRXEOH�WDUJHW��DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
DPHELF�OLYHU�DEVFHVV��GLIIHUHQWLDO�GLDJQRVHV�VXFK�DV�QHFURW-
LF�KHSDWLF� WXPRU�� FRPSOLFDWHG�ELOLDU\� F\VWV�� EUXLVHV��K\GDWLG�
F\VW��DQG� OLYHU�PHWDVWDVHV��PD\�RFFXU�GXH� WR� OLYHU�DEVFHVV�
appearance at imaging�������'LIIHUHQWLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�D�VLQJOH�
DEVFHVV�ZLWKRXW� ULP�HQKDQFHPHQW�DQG� WXPRU�PDVV�ZLWKRXW�
QHFURWLF�PHWDVWDVHV� LV�QRUPDOO\�GLIÀFXOW��7KH�VHJPHQWDO� LP-
SURYHPHQW�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�KHSDWLF�OHVLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�D�FOXH�WR�
WKH�GLIIHUHQWLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DEVFHVV�RI�RWKHU�KHSDWLF�OHVLRQ26. In 
IROORZ�XS�E\�FRPSXWHUL]HG�WRPRJUDSK\��D�GLVWLQFWLYH�IHDWXUH�
FRUUHVSRQGV�ZLWK�D�GHFUHDVH� LQ�VL]H�RI� WKH� OHVLRQ��ZKLFK� LV�
SHUIRUPHG�LQFOXGLQJ�PHGLFDO�LPDJH�SURFHVVLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�

,Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��WKH�GLDJQRVLV�RI�WKH�DPHELF�KHSDWLF�DEVFHVV�LQ�
FKLOGUHQ�PD\�EH�VXJJHVWHG�E\�VSHFLÀF�&7�ÀQGLQJV�REWDLQHG�
E\�PHDQV�RI�FRPSXWHU�DLGHG�LPDJH�DQDO\VLV�LQ�WKH�DSSURSUL-
ate clinical setting.
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